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we turn to the transition underway while president-elect barack obama always intended to name his national 
security team after this past thanksgiving break the terrorist attacks in india came along as a deadly reminder 
of the deadly serious business ahead and so this morning in chicago the president-elect unveiled his team 
among them a bush cabinet member a four-star marine general and a high-profile former rival of his nbc's 
savannah guthrie is with us from chicago tonight savannah good evening good evening to you brian in 
naming this team obama went for pragmatism over ideology and it's clear that he has decided to have a 
team that will emphasize not just american military might but also a return to diplomacy as a way to solve 
america's and the world's problems with the naming of his national security team obama hopes one part of 
his foreign policy agenda is already in place restoring america's image abroad i am confident that this team 
is what we need to make a new beginning for american national security a team of heavyweights led by 
hillary clinton as secretary of state mr president-elect i am proud to join you on what will be a difficult and 
exciting adventure in this new century with the nation in two wars current defense secretary robert gates 
agreed to stay on out of obligation to u.s troops i must do my duty as they do theirs how could i do otherwise 
for national security advisor obama picked retired general james jones eric holder for attorney general 
arizona governor janet napolitano at homeland security and susan rice as u.n ambassador i assembled this 
team because i'm a strong believer in strong personalities and strong opinions obama resisted suggestions 
those big personalities would be hard to handle 
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personalities would be hard to handle i will be responsible for the vision that this team carries out and i 
expect them to implement that vision once decisions are made so as harry truman said the buck will stop 
with me on iraq obama stood by his commitment to withdraw troops in 16 months but said he will consult with 
commanders on the ground already bridging a difference with his new defense secretary who has long 
opposed timetables and today reporters couldn't resist reminding obama and you're having fun about his 
differences with hillary clinton during a hard-bought primary campaign what exactly is this foreign experience 
that she's claiming shame on you barack obama but this morning obama was looking forward i think she is 
going to be a outstanding secretary of state if i didn't believe that i wouldn't have offered her the job and as if 
to underscore that point brian obama and clinton walked out of the news conference this morning arm in arm 
savannah guthrie in chicago for us tonight savannah thanks eight candidates obama ran against in the 
primaries three of them have big jobs as members of his administration we get the latest tonight from nbc's 
savannah guthrie in chicago obama's latest cabinet choice bill richardson a government veteran seven-term 
congressman u.n ambassador energy secretary governor and now nominee for commerce secretary though 
without the beard he'd been sporting lately we're deeply disappointed with the loss of the beard the first high- 
profile hispanic appointment richardson gave a bilingual acceptance speech today hispanic americans were 


key to obama's election especially in western states and now want more representation in his cabinet 
leaders of the congressional hispanic caucus this week sent obama a list of suggested nominees thank you 
taking a question from spanish language network telemundo's reporter 
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network telemundo's reporter the president-elect said he's not finished yet i think people are going to say this 
is one of the most diverse cabinets and white house staffs of all time in washington today the vice president- 
elect was briefed on a new report commissioned by congress warning about weapons of mass destruction 
the answer that jumps out very starkly is no we're not doing all we can or should while the obama team 
struggles to fill key intelligence positions last week a leading contender for c.i.a director john brennan took 
himself out of the running because of criticism his prior service at the c.i.a to closely aligned him with 
controversial bush era interrogation practices like waterboarding even though he had openly opposed them 
current and former intelligence officials tell noc news the cia director position is wide open as team obama 
scrambles to find someone who brings experience but not controversy savannah guthrie nbc news chicago 
this country as we prepare for the presidential transfer of power next month the president and first lady 
prepare to make the transition back to being private citizens they took some time out to talk to nbc's john 
yang about what it's been like to go through the past eight years together as the bushes celebrate their last 
white house christmas they reflected on what life there is meant for their 31-year marriage and no question 
it's a pressure cooker here in in in the white house but nevertheless when you've got two people who love 
each other uh the pressure tends to make you you know brings you together more than not it's like you're on 
the same team and on the same side and so any um differences that you might have with each other and our 
differences or things like he doesn't hang up his towels or something um are minimized they really are there 
have been difficult times such as the night mr bush gave the order to invade iraq i remember going out to the 
south lawn and walking by myself and 
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and walking by myself and and with the spot the dogs following me by himself but with his wife watching over 
him it was just for me looking out the window and seeing george walk on the grounds was spot and i knew 
what he was struggling with and there would i didn't need to say anything i mean he knew i was here with 
him sort of living above the shop as it were you probably see each other more now than you had before we 
do see each other a lot because we're so close and i like to look out of my dressing room window and look 
down on the rose garden and over straight into the oval office i'm always reminded that he's just right there 
which is actually very encouraging for me a view barbara bush pointed out to hillary clinton who told laura 
bush who's now told michelle obama now they prepare for what mrs bush calls the afterlife in a new home in 
the preston hollow section of dallas it's literally like a fellow running 100 miles an hour and going five she's 
got this great uh idyllic vision of me kind of with the little apron yeah exactly with the new barbecue tools 
barney's dead on it you know flipping burgers is that what you want me to cook exactly good evening with 
just six weeks before he takes office there was no rest for president-elect barack obama this weekend in an 
exclusive interview with nbc news at a rare sunday news conference mr obama took on the twin task of 
announcing a key addition to his wartime cabinet and promoting his vision of a way out of a financial calamity 
he says will get worse before it gets better nbc's ron allen is in chicago tonight with more hello ron good 
evening lester guest retired general eric shinseki is a decorated war hero known for disagreeing with the 
bush administration about troop levels for the war in iraq president-elect obama made his latest cabinet pick 
official on a day when he gave his most extensive interview yet about the nation's biggest worry jobs and the 
economy 
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jobs and the economy good afternoon the soon to be commander-in-chief said the mission of his veterans 
affairs nominee will be to modernize the va system general shinseki promised to help returning troops with 
more than the best medical care possible there are veterans who are worried about keeping their health care 


or even their homes paying their bills or finding a good job when they leave the service those kinds of 
economic concerns also dominated obama's exclusive interview on meet the press this is a big problem and 
it's going to get worse he outlined the centerpiece of his recovery plan a massive effort to rebuild the nation's 
infrastructure invest in energy conservation and new technology all paid for with taxpayer dollars that he says 
will create some 2 million jobs the key for us is making sure that we jump start that economy in a way that 
doesn't just deal with the short term doesn't just create jobs immediately but also puts us on a glide path for 
long-term sustainable economic growth critics worry about the cost perhaps hundreds of billions of dollars 
and whether the plan will even work the government shouldn't be stimulating the economy using taxpayer 
dollars the government should be helping private innovation the government should be helping taxpayers 
make the best decisions possible for their business obama insisted money would be spent wisely what we 
need to do is examine what are the projects where we're going to get the most bang for the buck he had a 
tough warning for the big three automakers now asking congress for taxpayer help the last thing i want to 
see happen is for the auto industry to disappear what we haven't seen is a sense of urgency and the 
willingness to make tough decisions he said he's disappointed that the bush administration has not moved 
more decisively to ease the pain of those facing foreclosure and we have said publicly and privately that we 
want to see a package that helps homeowners and finally obama was forced to admit a personal struggle 
have you stopped smoking you know i have but what i said 
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smoking you know i have but what i said was that you know there are times where i've fallen off the wagon 
yeah well wait a minute you haven't stopped well the fair enough i have done a terrific job under the 
circumstances obama insists that he is much healthier now and he vowed not to violate the white house no 
smoking rule lester and ron obama mention struggling homeowners what other specific plans does he have 
to help people out there who are struggling well he has talked about a moratorium on foreclosure so that 
homeowners can renegotiate their loans he also today reiterated his vow to try and bring tax relief to 95 of 
working families these are ideas that he talked about on the campaign trail that he now apparently intends to 
try and push through the congress all right ron ellen in chicago ron thanks for fourth was election day for 131 
million americans the most ever in a presidential election today was the day the electoral college actually 
voted electors cast their ballots in state capitals across this country we can report tonight they have indeed 
elected barack obama the 44th president of the united states although congress still has to officially is 
everybody saying cheese please one more time [Music] when president-elect obama takes office he'll be the 
nation's top executive commander-in-chief of the u.s armed forces and he'll be pulling down a salary of 400 
dollars a year but what about the president's wife a woman of undisputed qualifications and education like all 
first ladies before her she will work hard and some Say first spouses these days should get paid for their work 
i report from nbc's andrea mitchell michelle obama says her number one role will be mom in chief the 
primary focus for the first year will be making sure that the kids make it through the transition but this 
princeton and harvard educated lawyer until the campaign her family's 
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lawyer until the campaign her family's chief breadwinner now has another big job one with huge expectations 
unlimited critics and no pay it's part unfortunately of women's work being devalued that it never was 
considered be worthy of a salary some first ladies perfected old traditions this state dining room symbolizes 
your duties as an official hostess do you serve many meals here yes this is where all the state dinners and 
lunches are given others created new ones we as citizens of the united states can be the leaders in the 
search for a peaceful and more prosperous will and hillary clinton wellesley and yale law had her own 
adjustment i suppose i could have stayed home and baked cookies and had teased rosalyn carter attended 
cabinet meetings nancy reagan just said no and helped her husband talk to the soviets and laura bush went 
from shy librarian to foreign policy advocate first ladies do get a big staff the use of an airplane and a nice 
budget but should they also be paid i don't think that it should be a paid position because this is a position 
that wasn't elected by the american public and it's rich with a lot of tradition still sometimes being the partner 
is an overlooked talent as they used to say about ginger rogers well the president's auto bailout gives the 


industry some breathing room the narrow timetable means the incoming obama administration will be faced 
with some big decisions that will have to be made practically right out of the gate to talk about that and some 
other political headlines we're joined from washington by meet the press moderator david gregory david are 
obama's hands at all tied by this bailout and does it affect this trillion-dollar economic stimulus plan he's 
trying to craft well it's not likely to affect the stimulus plan but it certainly forces him to get into the details of 
this bridge loan to the big three very quickly and really get into the details of how the administration that he's 
put 
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the administration that he's put together is going to restructure these companies in order to make them viable 
going forward march 31st 2009 that's the important date under the terms of this current loan the big three 
have to demonstrate that they're going to be profitable going forward if they're going to continue to get the 
money that's promised in this particular agreement so in a short amount of time president obama has to 
figure out how the company should restructure what kind of impact that has on jobs for people working for 
the big three and what kind of pressure he wants to put on the union the uaw here which was of course a big 
supporter of his in the course of the campaign so there's a lot to be worked out and not a lot of time let me 
turn to another subject quickly if i can anyone who has kept track of caroline kennedy's movements the last 
few days will agree she is now engaged in a full-court campaign for hillary clinton's soon to be vacated seat 
in the senate how do what do you make of how she is going about it well she's going about it rather gingerly 
on the inside track she's working the top politicians and and money people with great effect leveraging the 
power of her name and her political connections within the establishment in new york and in washington with 
her uncle senator ted kennedy of course what's interesting though in terms of revealing her own public views 
she's doing it in a rather unorthodox way so far just today giving two interviews via a spokesman to 
politico.com and to the new york times offering a kind of platform for her views but not sitting down for an 
actual interview she came out for instance for gay marriage rights uh but then was rather reserved on some 
other questions having to do with the war in iraq for instance so her views mostly in line with the 
congressional delegation although taking a different view on gay marriage than senator clinton whose seat of 
course she wants to take so she's developing her views that are rather undeveloped a lot of people seeing in 
her initial forays the signs of a political novice which she is the question is can she persuade new york's 
governor to uh to give her the nod at this point all right you've 
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the nod at this point all right you've got a big interview on meet this press tomorrow tell us about it we're 
going to talk about these issues and more including sitting down with secretary of state condoleezza rice well 
president-elect barack obama is monitoring the situation in the middle east while on vacation in hawaii he 
also continues to work on the details of his economic plan nbc's white house correspondent savannah 
guthrie is traveling with the president-elect and joins us from honolulu tonight savannah good evening good 
evening to you amy as you said obama continues to get his daily briefings on the middle east and he plans to 
call his incoming secretary of state hillary clinton this evening as well as his choice for national security 
adviser general james jones but he is steering clear from any making any public statement about the middle 
east his aides cautioning again there is only one president at the time and back in washington his senior 
advisors are focusing on his top domestic concern the economy the president-elect today in hawaii greeting 
onlookers after his daily workout as his senior advisor david axelrod appeared on meet the press saying tax 
cuts are coming sooner than originally planned and will be part of obama's massive economic recovery plan 
it's vital people are need money in their pockets to to spend that'll help get our uh economy going aides say it 
won't be tax rebates like the stimulus checks that went out earlier this year but likely a temporary cut in 
income taxes to take effect immediately in today's washington post incoming chief economic adviser 
lawrence summers wrote in this crisis doing too little poses a greater threat than doing too much obama's 
team has told congress the recovery plan should cover at least four key areas improving energy efficiency 


rebuilding infrastructure modernizing schools and improving health care technology with some economists 
predicting double-digit unemployment by the end of next year obama also wants to save or create three 
million jobs over the next two years but is sending a clear message to 


00:18:01 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnY D39tM864&t=1081s 





but is sending a clear message to lawmakers don't load up the recovery package with pet projects there will 
be let me say it again there will be no ear marks in this economic recovery like barack obama is wrapping up 
his vacation in hawaii he heads back to chicago tomorrow but he won't be there for long nbc's white house 
correspondent savannah guthrie is traveling with the president-elect and joins us from honolulu savannah 
good evening to you good evening lester it's one more day in hawaii and then on to washington the 
president-elect will move this weekend much earlier than any of his recent predecessors [Applause] the 
waning days of the president-elect's vacation and the old life today onlookers gathered after obama's daily 
workout to say goodbye thank you thanks for the service guys the obamas will move to washington more 
than two weeks before the inauguration so that daughters sasha and malia can be there for their first day of 
school monday it's so early blair house the traditional residence for presidents in waiting isn't available yet 
until january 20th obama will work out of his washington transition offices and the family will stay at the hey 
adams one of washington's most prestigious hotels within walking distance of the white house security 
experts say it will make protecting both a current and future president a bit easier it's open it's close and at 
the same time secret service is very much familiar with the grounds and the terrain which is going to be 
surveill keeping surveillance over for the country it's a public transition for obama a personal one he's spent 
much of the last 12 days secluded in his oceanfront rental home seeming to savor his privacy not just secret 
service but a traveling press corps now follows his every move and in hawaii there were moments obama 
seemed frustrated with all the attention all right guys come on how many shots of this do you need yeah just 
one two and as reporters 
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yeah just one two and as reporters dutifully recorded his lunch order the other day you don't really need to 
write all that down yeah we do there's a moment where it sinks in for a new president and i think it really has 
not sunk in for barack obama yet how much different his life is going to be well the obamas will be in the 
hotel until january 15th at which point they will move into blair house next 


END 


